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Tuesday 14 September 2021 
 
 
Dear SSG Member 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update of recent events at Hinkley Point B 
power station. 
 
You may be aware that on the morning of Thursday 19 August, an electrical fault 
caused a fire on generator transformer 7. Reactor 3 automatically, and safely, 
shutdown moments later. The fire system instantly activated, as designed, and 
extinguished the fire within seconds. In line with our standard emergency 
arrangements, five fire appliances, and three support vehicles, from Devon and 
Somerset Fire and Rescue Service attended the site as a precautionary measure. No 
one was hurt.  
 
The damage caused to generator transformer 7 during the event led to 30,000 
litres of transformer oil mixing with approximately 200,000 litres of water from 
the fire suppression system. Our environmental containment systems ensured that 
over 99% of this transformer oil was contained on the site. I’m sorry to have to 
report that regrettably we estimate a few dozen litres of oil did find its way 
through our defences and off site. At the time, a decision was taken to declare a 
site incident in order to mobilise the necessary resources to support the clean-up 
operation. We did not undertake a full site muster, and the site incident was 
formally stood down the following morning. 
 
Since the event, we have made excellent progress with the recovery and oil clean- 
up operations from the transformer compound, our containment systems and the 
beach area. We have been working in partnership with specialist contractors and 
colleagues from around the EDF fleet and industry, and the Environment Agency 
has been providing oversight. 
 
As you know from previous Site Stakeholder Group meetings, Hinkley Point B 
prides itself on having the highest safety and environmental standards. Even 
though our defences and systems contained most of the oil, an uncontrolled 
release of any type of oil is totally unacceptable. It must never happen again. I am 
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bitterly disappointed this completely unforeseen event happened, and we have 
started a thorough investigation. The Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR) and the 
Environment Agency have been kept fully updated on the event and our 
subsequent actions.  
 
We have also been forensically investigating why the transformer failed so 
unexpectedly, and determining a repair and return to service strategy. We are now 
in the process of replacing one of the three transformer phase tanks, where the 
fire started. In the meantime, we have decided to take the opportunity to bring 
forward the start of reactor 3’s planned graphite inspection outage, which was 
originally due to commence on 23 September. Graphite inspections will now 
begin later this week, and we plan to inspect 31 fuel channels. Based on our 
current estimates, we plan to return reactor 3 back to service for its final six month 
operational run in October. 
 
I hope this information is useful to you, and I will of course provide a full update at 
October’s Site Stakeholder Group meeting. In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact either myself or Dave Stokes (Hinkley Point 
B’s Community Liaison Officer) on 01278 654699 / dave.stokes@edf-energy.com. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Evans 
Station Director 
Hinkley Point B 
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