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HOLFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Comments amplifying its response to application SCC3628/2019 
 
This proposal is being treated as a section 73 application.  That can be used to vary an 
existing permission if the proposals do not fundamentally alter the existing permission. 
Holford Parish Council feels that the disposal of nuclear waste from a variety of sites other 
than Hinckley is of such fundamental significance that the appropriate and possibly the only 
lawful approach is to test the proposals by way of a full planning application which will give full 
accountability and ample opportunity for debate. 
 
Holford Parish Council feels that it is surprising that Magnox has not discussed in supporting 
documents why waste cannot be disposed of on site at Oldbury, Size well and Dungeness.  In 
the absence of a national geological disposal facility it makes absolute sense that each site 
should deal with its own waste, thus avoiding transport and otherpotentially hazardous 
procedures.  Financial considerations should not dominate the choice of location for Interim 
disposal of waste. 
 
Whilst there is an apparent logic in encapsulating intermediate waste at the Hinckley facility 
and then providing interim storage for it there, the Holford Parish Council feels that alternative 
plans should be considered. The planning statement submitted with the proposals points out 
that the national Geological Disposal facility for England and Wales has not yet been 
identified.  Meanwhile, storage of higher activity waste, which includes intermediate level 
waste, must be conducted on an interim basis.  However, as the planning statement points 
out, interim could mean "for several decades".  This emphasises the need to consider a plan 
to provide interim disposal of encapsulated materials at the original generating site. 
 
Magnox point out that the total storage requirement currently required is for 110 containers, 
which is stated to be a small percentage of the capacity at Hinckley.  Leaving aside the 
question of precedent, and the future storage of many more containers and other waste, 
particularly if the GDF is decades away, there seems a strong case for taking the 
encapsulated waste in such comparatively small amounts back to Oldbury and the other 
generating sites for interim disposal. If Hinckley is the ultimate choice for interim disposal then 
the use of the facility should be subject to a time limit to allow consideration of developing 
future disposal potential.  A time limit of ten years in the first instance seems reasonable.  
Furthermore, a recommendation should be made that Parliament receives and considers an 
annual report on the provision of the National Geological Disposal facility.  It would be helpful 
if Holford Parish Council could receive a copy of such a report and have an opportunity to 
comment on it. 
 
Holford Parish Council feels that the transportation by road of intermediate nuclear waste, 
even if limited to 110 lorry movements, presents unnecessary traffic hazard as currently 
proposed.  It will only take one traffic accident on the M5 for the motorway to be closed, not 
for hours or days, but for months or years while clean- up operations are put in place.  At the 
very least any ILF movements should be accompanied by police and nuclear experts, 
travelling in convoy but in unmarked vehicles if necessary. 
As an alternative transport possibility, The Holford Parish Council feels that the potential for 
airlifting ILW by helicopter should be considered. 

 


